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Beyond this mere re-
counting of names and dollar 
amounts, lies the real story, 
only hinted at in this report’s 
opening quotation from this 
year’s top awardee. Not a per-
son came away from the June 
Scholarship Awards presenta-
tion without a renewed hope 
in this nation’s future.

What a fi ne group of 
leaders of tomorrow!

Balancing the seri-
ous business of scholarship 
awards presentations was 
the heartfelt, but nonetheless 
lighthearted presentation of 
the 2007 EGCA Scholarship 
Committee Honoree Award to 
Bill Connelly.

And what a proper bal-
ance. Here was Gus Con-
nelly, who, like his dad who 
founded W.R. Connelly, Inc., 
had served many years on 
the EGCA board. He paid a 
serious and sincere tribute to 
his dad and mom (Bill’s wife, 
Farice). Next, industry icon 
Charlie Erreca, who had at-
tendees—including a visiting 
icon himself, Chuck Luthy—
laughing ‘til they were in tears 
at his special comments and 
memorable gift for a special 
friend.

Thankfully, Bill Connelly 
had the opportunity to say a 
word or two in reply.

A Brief History
EGCA Scholarship Com-

mittee Member Nick Napier, 
of Hazard Construction Com-
pany, who acknowledged be-
ing “blessed with the vision” 
that led to the development 
of this scholarship awards 
program, was a presenter at 
this year’s event. His $10,000 
contribution got the ball roll-
ing, and his passion for the 
program inspired others to 
share his commitment. 

At this year’s program, 

Continued from previous page

Above, EGCA’s $10,000 scholarship winner Bradley Allen (center) with Gus Connelly (left) 
and Rodger Fosbinder. Below, $5000 scholarship winner Ricardo Rivas-Oviedo (second from 
right), shown with Nick Napier, SDSU’s Ken Walsh and Dr. David Hayhurst.

Nick also gave those in 
attendance a brief EGCA 
scholarship history, while also 
acknowledging, “No one has 
done more for this scholarship 
program than Owen Cowing 
(Red Mountain Machinery 
founder and president).

“Owen put a great deal of 
effort behind this,” Nick said. 
“When we fi rst envisioned 

this program in 2002, we 
established a goal of $50,000. 
By 2004, with the generos-
ity of this organization, our 
$50,000 goal was exceeded. 
We actually raised $125,000.”

Napier reported that 
today, the EGCA Scholarship 
Fund contains $250,000 in 
reserve for the program, “and 
we should be self-perpetuat-

ing in a few years.”
He then explained that, 

in an effort to attract more 
students interested in pursu-
ing a career in construction, 
the 2007 program inaugurates 
an affi liation with San Diego 
State University. This pro-
gram is available exclusively 
to students enrolled in SD-

Continued on next page
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home here, and we have met a 
lot of great people.”

Speaking of his dad, Gus 
noted, “When you work for Bill 
Connelly, you fi nd out that there 
is one way to do things, and 
that’s Bill Connelly’s way. He’s 
a hands-on man, and when he 
came onto a job that showed signs of going south—that job started to turn around.

“It was, and still is, an amazing run—a lot of years and so many memories,” Gus 
said. He acknowledged Bill’s lifetime sidekick, his wife and Gus’ mom, Farice. Gus 
pointed out, “Everyone needs someone to rely on, and she has been there every minute 
of the day, every week of the month, every month of the year.”

Gus also noted his dad’s love of golf and special affi nity for his golfi ng partners. 
With that, he invited to the podium one of these partners: Charlie Erreca, of Erreca’s Inc.

“Charlie will give you the brighter side,” quipped Gus, as he introduced Bill’s “golf-
ing partner for the last 35 to 40 years.”

With that solid and sentimental introduction, one could almost hear the strains of 
“Love in Bloom.” Then Charlie had the microphone.

“What can you say about Bill Connelly?” asked his golfi ng buddy.
And then he answered his own question:
“Hard headed., stubborn, miserable. I will say this about Bill: He will show you the 

courtesy to let you talk. But he doesn’t hear a damn word you say!”
So much for sentiment.
Obvious in the good-natured ribbing from Erreca to Connelly, and later from Con-

nelly to Erreca when Bill had his opportunity for rebuttal, is the deep affection one has 
for the other.

Charlie also acknowledged that in being “hard-headed, tough, and a tough business-
man, I have always had 
the feeling that if you ever 
needed him, he was going to 
be there.”

Charlie added, “Bill has 
done so much for the indus-
try and for EGCA. I’m sure 
that EGCA appreciates what 
he has done and what he, 
his family, and his company 
mean to the industry.”

True to his character, 
Bill Connelly graciously 
accepted his Honoree award 
and again took his place at 
the table, surrounded by 
loving wife, family, and 
friends.

— Tom Hogarty

Continued on next page
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SU’s recently established J.R. 
Filanc Construction Engineer-
ing and Management Program 
who pursue an engineering 
and construction degree.

Right now, Nick ex-
plained, the brand new 
program includes only 15 
students. “The committee 
is certain this program will 
grow in the coming years and 
equally certain that this is a 
program worth tying into.”

The now modifi ed EGCA 
Scholarship Awards program 
includes a $10,000 scholar-
ship for an SDSU freshman 
declared as a student in this 
engineering and construction 
program, as well as a $5,000 
scholarship for a third-year 
student already enrolled in the 
program.

Two $3,000 scholarships 
in EGCA’s 2007 awards pro-
gram had been established for 
students enrolled in the Palo-
mar College Diesel Mechan-
ics course and a $4,000 schol-
arship for “future education.” 
This scholarship is available 
only to students whose parent 
or guardian is employed by an 
EGCA-member fi rm.

A Word Or Two
About The Winners
Education Commit-

tee members Vicki Martin 
(The Blue Book) and Devin 
Righter (Trench Shoring 
Service) shared the mike as 
they presented the fi rst of two 
$3,000 scholarship awards to 
the Palomar College students.

The original plan was 
to present just one $3,000 
scholarship. However, as 
Martin explained, “based on 
the quality of the applicants 
and the phenomenal turnout, 
we decided to present two 
scholarships instead of just 
one.”

Continued from page 14

Charlie Erreca has Debbie Day laughing because of a 
photo he presented to his longtime golfing buddy, Bill 
Connelly. 

Bill Connelly, left, and Tom Hawthorne

2007
Honoree

SCHOLARS
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The fi rst recipient was 
Jared Minard, whose wife, 
Doreen, two-and-a-half-year-
old son, and mother-in-law, 
Annette McDowell, were in 
the audience to share his joy.

Jared spent the last eight 
years defending his country as 
a member of the United States 
Marine Corps. He served in 
Iraq as an amphibious assault 
vehicle section leader, and he 
received the Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal and the 
Purple Heart. Jared plans to 
work fulltime while attending 
Palomar College part-time to 
obtain his Associates’ degree 
in diesel technology.

In accepting his award, 
Jared thanked EGCA for “this 
outstanding opportunity to 
better my education,” and 
added, “Rest assured that your 
organization’s investment 
in me will pay off greatly in 
the future.” He concluded by 
thanking “the committee, Mr. 
Gene Brokaw, and my wife.”

He then devoted his 
closing comment to his wife, 
Doreen. “Without you, I 
would not be able to pursue 
my education and the job that 
I want. Thank you for holding 
it together, babe.”

The second of the two 
EGCA $3,000 scholarship 
winners was Nicolas (Nico) 
Stephanoy. Devin Righter 
gave us the capsule summary 
of Niko’s career to date. For 
the last two years, Niko has 
worked for Hawthorne Rent-It 
Service in Carlsbad, and was 
accompanied to the meeting 
by his brother, Dimitri, and 
his girlfriend, Rie Kato. 

In his spare time, Devin 
said, Nico enjoys the sport of 
rugby. “This isn’t a guy who 
just enjoys rugby. He enjoys it 
so much that when he was in 
high school, he got MVP four 

Above: Presenting a replica $3,000 check to Jared Minard 
are The Blue Book’s Vicki Martin (left) and Trench Shoring 
Company’s Devin Righter (right). Below, they present the 
second $3,000 scholarship to Nicolas Stephanoy.

A $4,000 Sacholarship 
was awarded to Robert A. 
Xaudaro, left, in the cate-
gory of the EGCA Member 
Employee and Their 
Immediate Family Member 
Seeking Higher Education. 
Above, This scholarship is 
available only to students 
whose parent or guardian 
is employed by an EGCA-
member firm.

years in a row.” Devin added, 
“He doesn’t just like rugby. 
He likes to hit..he likes to be 
hit..he likes to hit people.” 
Observing Nico’s slight build, 
Devin said, “You look at this 
guy, and you think to your-
self: ‘I can take him.’ But  No. 
This guy has more ways of 
disabling a human being than 
anyone should really know,” 
Devin said.

Once Nico completes his 
diesel technology program, 
“he doesn’t want to piddle 
around with the small diesel 
stuff.  It’s the bigger the better 
for him,” Righter said.

Member Employee
Scholarship

Traffi c Control Service 
Inc./Allied Trench Shor-
ing Service’s Mark Sjobom 
presented the $4,000 EGCA 
Member Employee scholar-
ship to Robert A. Xaudaro. 
He accepted the award in 
the presence of his parents, 
Charles and Diana.

As mentioned in the 
brief summary at this article’s 
outset, EGCA Contractor 
member Koch- Armstrong 
General Engineering employs 
Charles.

Robert is a 2007 graduate 
of Mt. Carmel High School 
where he served three years 
on the varsity swim team, 

Photos by
Paul Nestor

and
Tom Hogarty
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Just prior to announcing the 2007 
EGCA Scholarship Committee honoree as 
Bill Connelly (see related article), EGCA 
Education chair Rodger Fosbinder, of 
Hawthorne Rent-It, acknowledged his 
fellow EGCA Scholarship Committee 
members.

“They worked tirelessly to put this 
program together,” he said.

They are Jeff Anderson, Vadnais Cor-
poration; Gene Brokaw, Premier Pipeline 
Construction; Nick Napier, Hazard Con-
struction Co.; Mark Sjobom, Traffi c Con-
trol Service, Inc/Allied Trench Shoring 
Service; Jim Burk, Sunstate Equipment 
Company; Rocky Qualin, California Bank 
& Trust; ; Scott Johnson, Red Mountain 
Machinery; Devin Righter, Trench Shoring 
Company;Vicki Martin, The Blue Book; 
EGCA’s Debbie Day and Netty Manso-
lillo…and, of course, Rodger Fosbinder.

At the June 13th scholarship presen-
tation, held at Red Mountain Machinery, 

EGCA Education Committee chair Rodger 
Fosbinder (Hawthorne Rent-It) acknowledged 

those EGCA member fi rms and their representa-
tives who, in 2003, generously contributed $10,000 
or more to get the program started.

They are: 4-Point Pipeline Construction-Nick 
Napier (Nick is now with Hazard Construc-
tion Co.); Clairemont Equipment Co-Ron 
Zagami; D3 Equipment-Chris DeNardi; Zagami; D3 Equipment-Chris DeNardi; Zagami; D3 Equipment-Chris DeNardi; Zagami; D3 Equipment-Chris DeNardi; Zagami; D3 Equipment-Chris DeNardi; 
Hawthorne Machinery Co.-Tom Haw-
thorne; Hazard Construction Com-
pany-Tom Shaddox and Dave 
Randal; and Red Mountain 
Machinery-Owen Cowing.

DIAMOND
FOUNDERS
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serving as team captain in his 
senior year. He plans to attend 
Cal State Northridge this fall 
and his planned major is fi lm 
and cinema.

Nick Napier then present-
ed the EGCA SDSU scholar-
ships, one for $5,000 and the 
second for $10,000. Before he 
did that, he called to the po-
dium SDSU’s Ken Walsh and 
Dr. David Hayhurst to explain 
a bit more about the program.

Noted Napier, “We look 
forward to many, many years 
of working in conjunction 
with SDSU, and we’re excited 
in being a part of getting 
your construction engineer-
ing and management program 
started.”

The $5,000 scholarship 
winner was Ricardo Rivas, 
who has completed two years 
of the four-year program. 
Upon completion, Ricardo has 
hopes of pursuing a gradu-
ate degree. He is a native of 
Mexico, leaving there seven 
years ago to seek education 
here in the United States.

Despite the initial lan-
guage barrier, he graduated 
high school with honors, 
was the San Diego Union-
Tribune’s student athlete of 

the year, and for two years 
helped disadvantaged kids in 
Mexico City. His dream is to 
someday have his own com-
pany, with businesses both in 
Mexico and here in the US. In 
addition to attending SDSU 
he also works on the average 
of 24 hours a week. “We are 
extremely impressed with this 
individual,” Nick said.

Bradley Allen, the 
$10,000 EGCA scholarship 
winner whose quote opened 
this article, begins his college 
career this fall in SDSU’s 
Construction Engineering 
program.

In his scholarship ap-
plication Allen noted, “I have 
wanted to be an engineer 
since I was a kid. I love build-
ing things and being able to 
show my creativity in such a 
large scale. San Diego State 
University has all the things I 
want out of a school,” adding 
that an EGCA scholarship 
would give him “the abil-
ity to attend and learn all I 
can about construction and 
engineering.” With good SAT 
scores and a wide range of 
extra-curricular community 
interests, Allen was an excel-
lent choice, the committee 
said.

SDSU’s Ken Walsh pro-
vided an appropriate ending 
for this article in the remarks 
he made at the June 13 pro-
gram just prior to the award-
ing of the SDSU scholarships.

He spoke for all the 
recipients and for all those 
supporting EGCA’s Scholar-
ship Awards program when 
he noted, “The amazing thing 
for all these recipients tonight 
is when you, as an organiza-
tion, embark on a scholarship 
program. In addition to build-
ing San Diego, what you are 
doing today is building lives. 
You should be extremely 
proud of yourselves for that.”

—Tom Hogarty

2007
Scholarship 
Committee

Ken Walsh, of San Diego 
State University, thanks 
EGCA for its scholarship 
program.




