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Just prior to announcing the 2007 
EGCA Scholarship Committee honoree as 
Bill Connelly (see related article), EGCA 
Education chair Rodger Fosbinder, of 
Hawthorne Rent-It, acknowledged his 
fellow EGCA Scholarship Committee 
members.

“They worked tirelessly to put this 
program together,” he said.

They are Jeff Anderson, Vadnais Cor-
poration; Gene Brokaw, Premier Pipeline 
Construction; Nick Napier, Hazard Con-
struction Co.; Mark Sjobom, Traffi c Con-
trol Service, Inc/Allied Trench Shoring 
Service; Jim Burk, Sunstate Equipment 
Company; Rocky Qualin, California Bank 
& Trust; ; Scott Johnson, Red Mountain 
Machinery; Devin Righter, Trench Shoring 
Company;Vicki Martin, The Blue Book; 
EGCA’s Debbie Day and Netty Manso-
lillo…and, of course, Rodger Fosbinder.

At the June 13th scholarship presen-
tation, held at Red Mountain Machinery, 

EGCA Education Committee chair Rodger 
Fosbinder (Hawthorne Rent-It) acknowledged 

those EGCA member fi rms and their representa-
tives who, in 2003, generously contributed $10,000 
or more to get the program started.

They are: 4-Point Pipeline Construction-Nick 
Napier (Nick is now with Hazard Construc-
tion Co.); Clairemont Equipment Co-Ron 
Zagami; D3 Equipment-Chris DeNardi; Zagami; D3 Equipment-Chris DeNardi; Zagami; D3 Equipment-Chris DeNardi; Zagami; D3 Equipment-Chris DeNardi; Zagami; D3 Equipment-Chris DeNardi; 
Hawthorne Machinery Co.-Tom Haw-
thorne; Hazard Construction Com-
pany-Tom Shaddox and Dave 
Randal; and Red Mountain 
Machinery-Owen Cowing.

DIAMOND
FOUNDERS

Continued from previous page

SCHOLARS

serving as team captain in his 
senior year. He plans to attend 
Cal State Northridge this fall 
and his planned major is fi lm 
and cinema.

Nick Napier then present-
ed the EGCA SDSU scholar-
ships, one for $5,000 and the 
second for $10,000. Before he 
did that, he called to the po-
dium SDSU’s Ken Walsh and 
Dr. David Hayhurst to explain 
a bit more about the program.

Noted Napier, “We look 
forward to many, many years 
of working in conjunction 
with SDSU, and we’re excited 
in being a part of getting 
your construction engineer-
ing and management program 
started.”

The $5,000 scholarship 
winner was Ricardo Rivas, 
who has completed two years 
of the four-year program. 
Upon completion, Ricardo has 
hopes of pursuing a gradu-
ate degree. He is a native of 
Mexico, leaving there seven 
years ago to seek education 
here in the United States.

Despite the initial lan-
guage barrier, he graduated 
high school with honors, 
was the San Diego Union-
Tribune’s student athlete of 

the year, and for two years 
helped disadvantaged kids in 
Mexico City. His dream is to 
someday have his own com-
pany, with businesses both in 
Mexico and here in the US. In 
addition to attending SDSU 
he also works on the average 
of 24 hours a week. “We are 
extremely impressed with this 
individual,” Nick said.

Bradley Allen, the 
$10,000 EGCA scholarship 
winner whose quote opened 
this article, begins his college 
career this fall in SDSU’s 
Construction Engineering 
program.

In his scholarship ap-
plication Allen noted, “I have 
wanted to be an engineer 
since I was a kid. I love build-
ing things and being able to 
show my creativity in such a 
large scale. San Diego State 
University has all the things I 
want out of a school,” adding 
that an EGCA scholarship 
would give him “the abil-
ity to attend and learn all I 
can about construction and 
engineering.” With good SAT 
scores and a wide range of 
extra-curricular community 
interests, Allen was an excel-
lent choice, the committee 
said.

SDSU’s Ken Walsh pro-
vided an appropriate ending 
for this article in the remarks 
he made at the June 13 pro-
gram just prior to the award-
ing of the SDSU scholarships.

He spoke for all the 
recipients and for all those 
supporting EGCA’s Scholar-
ship Awards program when 
he noted, “The amazing thing 
for all these recipients tonight 
is when you, as an organiza-
tion, embark on a scholarship 
program. In addition to build-
ing San Diego, what you are 
doing today is building lives. 
You should be extremely 
proud of yourselves for that.”

—Tom Hogarty

2007
Scholarship 
Committee

Ken Walsh, of San Diego 
State University, thanks 
EGCA for its scholarship 
program.




